people of China. And if those people knew of
what I was speaking to you today, they would
after all say " tell of the great three, and let us
stand or fall by SHUT Hu and SAN Kuo and
HUNG Lou MENG." In these three novels are
the lives which the Chinese people lead and have
long led, here are the songs they sing and the
things at which they laugh and the things which
they love to do. Into these novels they have
put the generations of their being and to refresh
that being they return to these novels again and
again, and out of them they have made new
songs and plays and other novels. Some of
them have come to be almost as famous as the
great originals, as for example CHING P'ING MEI,
that classic of romantic physical love, taken from
a single incident in SHUI Hu CHUAN.

But the important thing for me today is not
the listing of novels. The aspect which I wish
to stress is that all this profound and indeed sub-
lime development of the imagination of a great
democratic people was never in its own time
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